CHAPTER IX

REFORM IN THE ARMY

" Primum militia? vinculura est

Lack of Instruction in the Army : Higher Ideals
aimed at : Composition of the Army : Genera! von
der Goltz : Character of the Turkish Soldier : New
Regulations : Soldiers and Politics : Views of Nazira
Pacha : Military Service for Non-Mohammedans ;
Conscription evaded by Natives : Analogy of the
Indian Army ; Enver Bey's Mistake : Case of
Algeria : Of "Bosnia and Herzegovina ; Attitude of
the Greeks and Armenians : Resolutions passed at
an Armenian Mass Meeting ; Value of Religion as
a Battle-cry : The Thirty Years War : Future Com-
position of the Turkish Army : Case of the Janis-
saries : Dangers of the Proposed Change : Authori-
ties Favourable to it : Other Army Reforms
THE Turk is essentially a fighting animal Of
all his critics, none have ever accused him of
backwardness in battle. The Turkish nation
was bora in bloodshed. It won its foothold in
Europe with the sword, though it has kept it by
diplomacy, or rather perhaps by the jealousies of
its neighbours. Hitherto the Turkish army has
been composed exclusively of Mohammedan
troops, Islam has been its battle-cry. Its
efficiency is a matter on which even experts
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